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AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 


“Ah! but that isn't all,” said Matter-of-Fact, “for listen 
children, besides the divisions we’ve just been describing-, the 
plant kingdom is cut up into three classes — herbs, shrubs 
and trees.” 

“ Yes, my dears,” put in Fun, who really couldn’t help 
making another joke, 

“ The herb, the shrub, and the lofty tree, 

Represent to my mind, our classes three ; 

The wayside flower and the meadow grass, 

Resemble our useful working class ; 

The shrubs, which are larger and make more show, 

Stand for the middle class, you know ; 

Whilst the forest trees in their splendour seen, 

Are like the peers of our realm, I ween.” 

“Now that’s rather good, isn’t it, Mr. Matter-of-Fact?” 
“Not so bad,” said that stolid gentleman, and his square 
jaws almost relaxed into a smile, “ and now, children, before 
next examination day, find out what is the difference between 
a herb and a shrub, and a shrub and a tree. And now it’s 
time to be moving on.” 

“ Indeed it is,” said Fun, 

“For I’m tired of this debating, 

Whilst all the roots are waiting ; 

And wondering I • ” 

but f un’s voice was drowned here, by the rumbling of the 
wheels as the party moved on. 

(To be continued .) 


nf f ° n ° win £jI uestion s are to be answered by the members 

sent tn \r n Du C u SS / See Januar y number), and the answers 
Miss Phoebe Allen, Ileden, Bonchurch, I.W. 

QUESTIONS. 

Vegetable^ ar6 a ^ great divisions into which the 
egetable Kingdom is divided ? 

that planrbdongs?^^ 5 ^ & ^ US t0 which division 

three examnlp 1 * 66 ! - a dicotyledonous plant and 

4 Wh? * Monocotyledonous plant. 

a shrub and Ttree ? 1 between a herb and a shrub and 

6. Find ouFwhp^ 6 ° f a berb ’ of a shrub and of a tree, 
d ° Ut Where our word root comes from. 


BOOKS. 


We have received the following books for review:-^ Deccan Davs 
(Murray, 5 s.) Not since Uncle Remus appeared have we had so frS 
and fascinating a volume of folk-tales. The Jackal, in these plavs the 
part of ..Brer Rabbi.,; and the fenny combinations, the Sm 

unexpectedness, the droll union of inconsequence and shrewd common 
sense and wordly-wisdom are of the very essence of the true folk fairy- 
tale. The volume has an introduction by Sir Bartle Frere, and consists of 
Hindoo Fairy Tales told to Miss Mary Frere while on a tour through the 
Southern Mahratta country, by her native ayah. The charming illustra- 
tions are by Miss C. F. Frere. The stories, with some judicious skipping, 
would give infinite delight to the nursery and school-room parties, while 
the older reader will feel that much is done in this volume to break down 
the barrier which somehow separates the Western from the Eastern mind. 
A fellow-feeling makes us wondrous kind, and notwithstanding the 
Rakshas, Gins and Cobras, and other Eastern dramatis persona we are 
brought into close sympathetic touch with the childhood of a people whom 
w r e feel to be akin. 

Mr. Murray’s Library of Choice Iravcls (ys\ 6 d. each), is a real boon 
to those of us who are not content to borrow our book of travels from 
Mudie’s, and cannot afford the large edition. 

“Miss Bird’s” Six Months in the Sandwich Islands is a most 
happy selection, a book of travel more delightful than any story-book. 
Full of wonder and delight for the young folk, and of exceeding refresh- 
ment for the elders. We can imagine no pleasanter book for family 
reading aloud than this book of travel in — 

“ Summer isles of Eden lying 
In dark purple spheres of sea.” 

A Boy’s Voyage Round the World, including a residence in Victoria 
and a jour ?iey by rail across N. America, by S. Smiles (Murray, 6 si) 
A capital book for boys. It is compiled from the log and diary letters of 
a lad of sixteen, who makes this tour for his health, and describes his 
adventures on sea and land in a very bright and entertaining mannei. 

Mrs. Caumont has performed a feat. We notice her Dish of Mat/ imony 
(Eliot Stock, London), in the Barents’ Review, though novels are, as a 
rule, not in our line, because Mrs. Caumont is known to us all by the wise 
counsels which have more than once instructed and interested our readers. 
They will expect humour and common sense in any work from the author s 
pen, and will certainly find both qualities in this plat. Without any of the 
quaint, pretty atmosphere of Cranford to support her, Mrs. Caumont has 
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ventured to give us a “Chronicle of small-beer.” She chooses as her 
dramatis person a> two or three city clerks and their wives, and asks no 
more for a setting than the rather dreary respectability of a London 
suburb that is, she ventures to find deep human interest in the life story 
of very commonplace people in very commonplace surroundings ; and- 
she succeeds. This is high praise. We have here not only extremely 
clever and amusing character studies, good literary work and a most 
interesting tale, but we have one more link in the chain which binds the 
great human family together in kindly fellow-feeling. 

* Children and the Bible, by Rev. H. Seeley (Partridge, 3d.) We strongly 
advise all our readers to get and study this most valuable little booklet 
upon a subject deeply interesting to parents, the teaching of the Scriptures 
to the young. It is thoroughly practical, reverent and wise. 

Messrs. Philip & Sons' Science Ladders (by N. D’Anvers, is, each) 
promise to be an extremely useful series. They are distinctly ladders 
beginning with the lowest step in each volume. That on Lowly Water 
Animals, the life of a Hydra and a Medusa, for example, is deeply 
interesting, and the child who studies it will have received a lesson in the 
beautiful patience of the scientist. 

The Story of Early Man is still more interesting, and will give a 
thoughtful child a great deal to wonder and ponder about. 

The Life v tory of our Earth is a remarkable attempt to give a child 
his first intelligent ideas of geology. How the story is told is a very 
fascinating chapter, and the pictures are delightfully gruesome. 

Vegetable Life is a very happy and scientific introduction to Botany. 
Indeed, the child who has climbed these “ladders” will be in a good 
position for an intelligent outlook upon the world of science, and will be 
prepared for scientific methods of study. 

The author of the Science Ladders deserves our thanks. 

A Corner of Cathay , Studies of Life among the Chinese, by A. M. Fielde, 
Macmillan. I his book comes at an opportune moment, when the eyes of 
the world are turned towards the Great Empire whose people form the 
subject of these studies, i he author is an American ladv, who for fifteen 
years was a missionary in South China, having her residence at Swatow. 
She was the first European lady to venture into the country beyond the 
Treaty -port at which she lived. She visited freely many towns and 
villages, in some of which no foreigner had yet been. Acquaintance with 
t e ocal dialect, and with many native women, enabled her to gain 
information from all classes and of both sexes. The style throughout is 
e ear an concise, and the book contains a great deal of information told 

m entertaining way. It is quaintly illustrated by coloured pictures, 
the work of native artists. 


A 1 p v n n a cdu- 1 ’ o r. ° a '’ Drill for Standards, (2 s. 6 d.), by 

prettv drill • 1 ^ ons )- Mothers will find an immense variety 
contains thp , ? S6 , tW ° vo ^ umes - Perhaps Drill for Standar 
graceful caliT^ . rU ^ k r y mn astic drills and Musical Drill , pretty a: 
Sexanlr d lt ^lading the Maypole Daice. * 

these valuable Tuf ! G h . earty tllanks of home teachers for reducii 
n S t0 P rin ted instructions, with music and illustratior 


books. 
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Sonnenschcin). With this volume, the teacW 17 " - 7 '^ “y eacn - {s -> 
the Arithometer, will secure that her pupils not 1 .' f She , does not use 
understand the properties of numbers that u kP ^ d ° SUms ’ but 
the intellectual training i, should g f ° b ' am ''° W 

A Book of Merry Tales, by different authors f Cassell , t a 

quite delightful book of Merry Tales of children's pet, aid chMr.nt 
plays. 


DEAR EDLIO Che t wo articles, to which I referred last month, on 
the “Sins of the Secondary Schoolmaster,” in the Pall Mall Gazette 
were followed on December 15th by a third, dealing with what they 
describe as His absurd technical teaching.” In conclusion the writer 
sums up his three articles by saying that “the fundamental weakness of 
our present system is the general ignorance of the principles and methods 
of sound education. The middle-class schoolmaster and schoolmistress 
notoriously do not know their trade, and several groups of equally ignorant 
and less experienced people have undertaken to teach them. It will do no 
good to devise new scholarship systems, to waste public money upon new 
schools of a new kind, while no attention is given to the professional— 
as distinguished from the general— education of schoolmasters. The 
schoolmaster is still essentially an amateur; and where he is not an 
amateur he is an unskilled workman.” There is much food for thought in 
these articles, and our branches might do worse than make them the 
subject of one of their monthly discussions. 

Professor Armstrong, in speaking before the Association of Head- 
masters to-day, confirms this, and (according to the Pall Mall Gazette) 
speaking as an examiner, and not a headmaster “availed himself of 
the occasion to tell headmasters in general and those present in particular 
a few home truths. He did not object to the resolution in the least. It 
was, he hinted, like a still more famous Resolution, spelt with a v ; but if 
headmasters wanted a revolution in science teaching he was not going to 
complain. Examiners examined badly, he remarked, because they knew 
the teaching was bad. They dare not be in advance of the teaching it 
would be absolutely fatal. The reasoning powers in young children were 
largely developed. They got gradually less and less as the thil ren grew 
into men and women, and this was the fault of the schoolmasters. 

The first number of the Windsor Magazine, contains an article s by a 
“Medical Barrister” on “Should Children be bCnt ° , j. 

Schools?” The writer gives many excellent reasons in avo ^ 

Schools, but, though he professes to state the case ot or ^ 

lind in his paper no argument in favour of Board 

IS worthy of consideration, but in spite 0 ^ 1 * boy> at any rate, is 

am disposed to think that in the ™ a J°. n >. large public boarding 

the better for the more thorough discip ^ 

school during the latter part of his curn^um. ^ al devoted t0 

In a letter to the editor of the Fop » neglect of natural 

natural history, Mr. Gladstone says, very truly, that the neg 
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history “ was the grossest defect of our old system of training for the 

young.’ * . 

Many of your readers will be glad to have their attention called to a 

long review of a book on Nerve-Training which appears in the Daily 
Chronicle oi December 26th. This book, which is by Miss Payson Coll, 
is entitled “As a Matter of Course,” and would seem to contain many 
suggestive hints. 

From the same paper I cut a notice of Miss E. A. Barnett’s new book 
“ The Training of Girls for Work/’ which has also been reviewed in the 
highest terms by the Times , Scotsman , Manchester Guardian , &c. 

Several other books of value to parents and teachers are reviewed in the 
Daily Chronicle of January 9th. One is by Dr. Thorold, the Bishop of 
Winchester, and will be published by Messrs. Isbister. It is entitled “ On 
Children,” and may be described as a tender-hearted volume on the ways 
of children. 

I cannot close my letter without reference to the loss sustained by 
Education and this Society on Christmas Eve, when Miss ,Buss passed 
away after a long illness. By her public work she will always be 
remembered as a pioneer in the cause of women’s education, whilst those 
who have known her in private life will bear loving testimony to her 
sympathy and goodness. 

January nth, 1895. Pater Junior. 


* 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

V ne Editor is not rssponsiil, for , ht opinions of ^ 

Dear Editor ,— 1 find 1 owe vour reader* , 

apology for inserting in the September Parents’ rf^a'm.iew V. 
book 1 had not seen Ow.ng ,o a sudden and sharp attack of illness i' 
July, durtttg the week I had to review the September books, 1 was not able 
to do any work for a short ttme. I therefore asked a friend to kM y 
review the books sent to me, including the one in question, i saw her 
review ,n MS and as the •' Bookman" at the same time spoke most 
highly of the book, I sent it to the printer. I can truthfully say that it was 
the only book reviewed last year, that I had not carefully read and studied 
and I much regret that the favourable notice should have given pain to 
any of our readers. I have not even yet seen the book, but when I am 
told of the refrain on the death of a baby, I can only repeat that 1 much 
regret that any review appeared in your magazine. 

Emeline Petrie Steinthal. 


University of Toronto. 

Dear Miss Mason, — I have been thinking for some time of writing 
you again re Infant Psychology. When I wrote you before, I was a Fellow 
in Clark University, Worcester, Mass. U.S. ; now I am Lecturer in 
Philosophy and Psychology here. The little book which I then had in 
hand, is already in its second edition (Heath &■ Co , Boston). A 
national Association for the study of children has been formed ; and 
the “ Pedagogical Seminary” (edited by Dr. Stanley Hall, of Clark 
University), has opened its columns to record and edit actual observations 
of children, from all reliable sources. I should like to recommend the 
Magazine to your Society. Moreover, it publishes, from time to time, 
syllabi, like the enclosed, for topical study of the child. I am going to 
make an effort to organize the teachers and parents of Ontario for the 
same purpose ; and if I see any opportunity, I shall try to introduce also 
the “ Parents ’ Review .” 

Yours very truly, F. TRACY. 

[The above will interest our readers. — Ed.] 


Dear EDITOR,— I hope you will not mind my asking it you have ever 
considered the practicability of reviving the former competitions for model 
nursery dinners, &c., which were at one time given in the Parents 
Review. 1 think the answers were never published, which several 
members thought a pity, as the spreading of hints and suggestions o 
this kind might be of great benefit and help to young mot iei». ° u 
it be possible to renew something of the kind during next yeai, pu g 

always the most useful reply or essay, without ofiering an) prizes. 

Please forgive if this suggestion is superfluous. 

h Very sincerely yours, M. I. 

[We heartily agree with our correspondent, and invite menus ^ nursery 
dinners (family luncheons) for March. . The two best will be pushed. 
There should be no delicacies, but as much variety as po ^ onaWe 

kind and cooking) of simple wholesome foods to be iac * ^ 
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